
BIRD OF THE YEAR 2017
VULTURE ADAPTATIONS PLAY-ACT CARDS

This card game is a companion activity to Lesson Plan 2: Ecological Role of Vultures. It can however be played on it’s own.

INSTRUCTIONS:
Teams of two or more individuals play against each other. Each member in the team gets a turn to play-act a card and the team has 
to guess what he/she is acting out. The team that get the most correct guesses win. The team is only given twenty seconds to 
play-act each card. You are not allowed to use words, point to something, write or draw. Only acting (and the occasional sound) is 
allowed. The game can also be played in a large group with an individual play-acting and the group guessing. No competition.

Vultures have a very acidic
digestive system that can

even dissolve certain metals.
This allows them to eat rotten

meat without getting sick.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

stomach acid

Vultures might be able to 
eat rotten meat but they 
cannot dissolve poison. If a 
carcass is laced with poison,

the vulture will die.

Act out the following:
No talking, sounds, pointing,
writing, or drawing allowed

poison

Carcasses carry diseases
like cholera, anthrax, botulism,
rabies & salmonella. Vultures

neutralize the pathogens.

Act out the following:
No talking, sounds, pointing,
writing, or drawing allowed

diseases

Vultures have many bacteria
fighting antibodies in their
blood that helps to keep 

them healthy.

Act out the following:
No talking, sounds, pointing,
writing, or drawing allowed

blood

Vultures poop directly on their
legs & on the ground. The acid

in their poop act like a
disinfectant, killing germs
before they can spread.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Poop on legs

Vultures have bald heads
which helps to keep them clean.

They don’t need to preen
& clean themselves as often.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

preening

The sun bakes the bald 
head of the vulture,

further killing pathogens
that might stick to it.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

sunburn on head

Vultures are able to eat 20%
of their body weight in one

meal. They are able to do this
because they have an enlarged

oesaphagus or crop.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

a full crop

Vultures can consume a 
carcass the size of a zebra

in under 30 minutes.
Blood & gore splatters 

everywhere when they eat.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

messy eater

Vultures are so eager to
get to the good, soft bits

of the carcass, that they will
even climb into the stomach of 

the carcass.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

climb into 
carcass

Most vultures are unable to
tear open the hide of a carcass,
& will start to eat the softer 

parts first like the eyes 
& the butt.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

eating the butt

Vultures are able to vomit
out their whole stomach content

in order to fly away quicker
when a predator tries to catch it.
The vomit might burn the predator.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

projectile vomit
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After a big meal, vultures
are very full & might take

longer to lift off from
the ground.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

full belly 
flight failure

vultures are seen as the soap
of the savanna because

they are able to find carcasses
early & eat them fast, 

killing disease before it spreads.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

soap of the
savanna

Hyenas & lions can tear
open the hide of the carcass
to allow vultures to get to

the softer bits inside.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

tear open
carcass

Egyptian vultures open ostrich
eggs using a rock. Sometimes they

have to do it several times
before it works.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

use rock
to open egg

Egyptian vultures have feathers on 
their head & mostly eat insects,
lizzards, worms, rats, rabbits,

garbage, over-ripe fruit,
& eggs.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

head feathers

Bearded vultures love to eat
bones & marrow. They can lift a 

bone their own body weight
& fly with it.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

fly with a
heavy bone

Bearded vultures break the
bones into tiny pieces by dropping

it onto rocks from high up.
It takes 7 years to perfect.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

drop a bone

Vultures are messy eaters
& can get covered in rotten meat, 
guts & blood. The flies love this &

will swarm to the vulture.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

covered in flies

Vultures have very good eyesight
& can spot a dead or dying
animal from 30 km away.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

good eyesight

The Lappet-faced vulture has
the biggest & strongest bill of
all vultures & can tear open
a carcass with a tough hide.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

big strong
bill

Lappet-face vultures have strong
claws & feet that they use

to run & walk with. They are 
able to hold onto a chunk of

meat while they tear off pieces.

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

hold onto the 
meat with your 

feet & eat

Vultures will fight over a
carcass with threat displays,
strutting, wide open wings & 

mouth & lots of hissing
& charging

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

threat display
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Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Act out the following:
No talking, pointing,

writing, or drawing allowed

Why not create some of your own cards


