Birding Region: Mpumalanga Highveld and Wetlands
Route Name: Below the Escarpment Birding Route
Introduction:

The most productive birding area in the Steenkampsberg is found below Dullstroom along the
Drakensberg Escarpment. This embraces Langdraai, Kwena Dam and surrounding areas, the
Badfontein farms, the Rustenburg farms, and Verlorenkloof Estate. These areas are made special by
the presence of two river systems that flow through and join at Kwena Dam to become the Crocodile
River.

The route commences in Dullstroom and passes through the rolling natural areas to the north. The
birding starts at the Witklip turnoff about 35 kms north of Dullstroom on the R540 road to
Lydenburg (Mashishing).

Key Species:

Red-winged Francolin; Blue Crane; Southern Bald Ibis; Crowned, Long-crested, and Martial Eagle;
Jackal Buzzard; Western Osprey; Black Sparrowhawk; Black-bellied and White-bellied Korhaan; Red-
chested and Buff-spotted Flufftails; Eastern Clapper Lark; Southern Tchagra; Short-tailed Pipit;
Mountain Wagtail; Narina Trogon Quailfinch; and Orange-breasted Waxbill.

Route Description:

This route proceeds from Dullstroom along the R540 to the Witklip turnoff about 35 kms northwards
The route starts at this point and goes through farmlands (Coramandel Estate) for 10 kms to join the
R36, turns left on to the R36 and then turns right after 2 kms onto the Langdraai Pad. The Langdraai
Pad meanders through lush bushveld and farmland dotted with dams at the foot of the Drakensberg.
Follow this charming route down to the northern end of the Kwena Dam. Return to the R36 at this
point.

This part of the route can produce over 60 species on an early morning, and should include species
like Martial and Long-crested Eagle; Black and Little Sparrowhawk; Amur Falcon; Rock Kestrel;
African Wattled Lapwing; Southern Bald Ibis; Knob-billed Duck; Black, Common, Great-spotted ,Red-
chested, Diederick’s and Klaas’ Cuckoos; Burchell’s Coucal; Bearded, Golden-tailed and Olive
Woodpeckers; Giant Kingfisher; Sand Martin; Green Woodhoopoe,; Arrow-marked Babbler; African
Reed -Warbler; African Black Swift; White-browed Scrub-Robin; Violet-backed Starling; Black-
crowned Tchagra; Black Cuckooshrike; Orange-breasted Bushshrike; Red-backed and Lesser Grey
Shrikes; Eastern Clapper and Rufous-naped Larks; White-winged and Red-collared Widowbird; Thick-
billed and Holubs Golden Weaver; and Jameson’s and African Firefinch.

Options are then to bird westwards through the Badfontein farmland area by following the
Uitkwaakfontein Road for 4.5 kms towards the waterfall along the Lunsklip River visible on the edge
of the escarpment. This then proceeds to a T-junction. Turn left and drive for 1.5kms to turn right at
the Welgedacht Road-signboard and follow the road for 5.5 kms to Verlorenkloof Estate (which lies
immediately below Highland Gate Golf Estate on the escarpment above).



The alternative sub-route is to drive down the R36 to the Welgedacht Road-signboard four-way
intersection and turn left to visit the Kwena Dam area on its southern and eastern sides.

After returning to the four-way intersection cross over the R36 to Welgedacht and travel for 6 kms
to turn left at the Welgedacht Road signboard to travel 5.5 kms to Verlorenkloof Estate.

This part of the route can produce over 80 species on a good day including White-faced Whistling
Duck; Southern Pochard; Southern-bald Ibis; Blue Crane; Black-chested Snake-Eagle; Wahlberg’s
Eagle; Jackal and Common Buzzard, African Fish Eagle; Western Osprey; Yellow-billed Kite; African
Harrier-Hawk; Black Saw-wing; African Palm, Alpine, White-winged and African Black Swift; Banded
and Brown-throated Martin; African Olive Pigeon,; Black, Common, Diederick’s, Klaas’,and Red-
chested Cuckoos; Half-collared Kingfisher; Red-throated Wryneck; Red-breasted Swallow; Southern
Boubou; Orange-breasted Bushshrike; Black-headed and Eurasian Golden Orioles; Red-capped Robin-
Chat; Common Buttonquail; Buffy Pipit; Green-backed Camaroptera; Yellow-breasted Apalis; Cape,
Village and Lesser-masked Weavers; Fan-tailed, Long-tailed, Red-collared and White-winged
Widowbirds; Quailfinch; and Swee and Orange-breasted Waxbills.

Verlorenkloof Estate is one of the best birding destinations in the Steenkampsberg area. During the
summer season 120 species can be identified within a few hours of early morning birding as it has a
large diversity of ecosystems such as forests, grasslands wetlands and riverine habitats with two
rivers passing through.

Some of the highlights on a visit include Black-necked Grebe; Goliath Heron; Abdim’s and White
Stork; Crowned Eagle(breeding pair); Red-winged Francolin; Little Sparrowhawk; Shikra; African
Goshawk; Black-bellied Korhaan; Red-chested and Buff-spotted Flufftails; Narina Trogon; Purple-
crested Turaco; Black, Diederick’s, Klaas’,and Red-chested Cuckoos; Grey Cuckooshrike; Bokmakierie;
Sombre Greenbul; Terrestrial Brownbul; Green Woodhoopoe; Fiery-necked Nightjar; Black Saw-wing;
African Palm, White-rumped and African Black Swift; Banded and Brown-throated Martin; Grey-
rumped Swallow; Little and White-fronted Bee-eaters; Cape and Fan-tailed Grassbirds; Chorister
Robin-Chat; Mocking Cliff- Chat; White-starred Robin; Violet-backed Starling; Olive Thrush; Olive
Bushshrike; Southern Boubou, Black-crowned Tchagra; Eastern Clapper and Rufous-naped Larks;
Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird; Croaking, Lazy, and Red-winged Cisticolas, Cape Batis; African Paradise
and Blue-mantled Crested Flycatchers; Drakensberg Prinia; African Yellow Warbler; Mountain
Wagtail; Cape Longclaw; Short-tailed Pipit (breeding); and African and Jameson’s Firefinch.

After birding at Verlorenkloof Estate and the surrounding areas return to the R36 and Dullstroom, or
bird through the area known as Rustenburg (sign-posted), where specials like Martial Eagle, and a
large variety of grassland birds can be found.

A high clearance vehicle with 4x4 capabilities is required for this route, especially in the summer
rainy season when the dirt roads deteriorate.

SABAP2 Pentad: 2510_3020; 2510_3025; 2515_3015; 2515_3020; 2515_3025; 2520_3015;
2520_3020; 2520_3025; and 2525_3015
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