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Biodiversity Stewardship 

Management Plan
A collaboratively

developed guide for long-
term site management.

Best Practice 
Guidelines

Conservation resources
offer concise, accessible
information on effective

implementation strategies.

Biodiversity Monitoring
Citizen science platforms
offer quick and easy ways

to record and monitor
wildlife on your property

(e.g., BirdLasser and
iNaturalist). 

Assessing Burning 
and Grazing Regimes

Pre- and post-burn
assessments inform

sustainable livestock and
fire management

practices.

Human-Wildlife 
Conflict Mitigation

Eco-friendly solutions
protect human livelihoods
from competing wildlife.

Collaborations
Committed landowners
attract diverse partners,

pooling skills and
resources achieving

shared goals.

Ecological-friendly
Infrastructure

Wildlife-friendly
structures and modified
infrastructure promotes

biodiversity (e.g., fencing,
transmission cables, and

nest boxes).

Alien Invasive 
Plant Removal

Strategic removal of non-
native species that

transform habitats and
compete for natural

resources. 

Biodiversity importance

Site security

Landowner commitment

State support

Benefits 

Type of
agreement Legal mechanism  Contract

length 
Binding on
property

Binding on
landowner

Biodiversity Stewardship Category 1: Protected Areas

Nature
Reserve

Protected Areas
Act 57 of 2003

99 years or in
perpetuity

Protected area
declaration and

title deed
restriction

Contract agreement

Protected
Environment

Protected Areas
Act 57 of 2003

Minimum 30
years

Protected area
declaration Contract agreement

Biodiversity Stewardship Category 2: Conservation Areas

Biodiversity
Management

Agreement
Biodiversity Act

10 of 2004
5 years

minimum Not binding
Agreement governed

by the Biodiversity
Act

Biodiversity
Agreement Contract law 5 years

minimum Not binding Contract agreement 

Expert knowledge, skills, and tools to
sustainably manage the habitats and
biodiversity of the protected area..

South African Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). 2018. Biodiversity Stewardship Guideline. 

Access to financial mechanisms that support
the management of the protected area, such

as tax benefits, eco-tourism development, and
funding opportunities. 

Legal protection and professional advice to
oppose development applications and

decisions with potential negative impacts on
the protected area and its buffer zones.

Biodiversity stewardship recognises private and communal landowners as custodians of their land
and encourages the sustainable management of natural resources alongside daily land-use

activities. It can involve voluntary agreements ranging from informal to legally binding, supported
by national legislation. Each agreement type varies in biodiversity importance, state support,

landowner commitment, and, consequently, the level of site protection. Declared sites create a
platform on which to shape ecosystem trajectories that enhance ecological resilience as well as

support human well-being through the delivery of ecosystem services.

What is Biodiversity Stewardship?

Benefits 

BirdLife South Africa aims to conserve South Africa's most threatened natural habitats for
the benefit of people and biodiversity by using birds as flagship species to gain interest and
support. We are committed to providing landowners with stewardship support, subject to

funding, capacity, and skills. 


