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Jan Janson and family were among
the first settlers of Dullstroom

Dullstroom and the associated township, Sakhelwe, are
sifuated on the Steenkampsberg Plateau and boast being
the highest town in South Africa at just over 2,000 m above
sed level. The earliest inhabitants of the area were the San
people, hunters and gatherers, whose artwork is still found
in caves and rocky overhangs. The San were eventually
driven out of the area by pastoral fribes who migrated from
the Great Lakes during the 1500s.

Dullstroom was established in the early 1880s when a
group of Hollanders from Amsterdam formed a company
to raise funds for the Afrikaner people who had suffered
during the first Anglo-Boer War of 1880-1881. The directors
of the company were persuaded to use the funds to
buy two farms so that Dutch immigrants could settle and
commence with agricultural enterprises. The first settlers
arrived to a harsh environment with no houses or shops and
a post office 35 km away.

The early settlers suffered extreme hardship, and many became disillusioned with the
rugged lifestyle and returned to Holland. The second Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902 also
had a devastating effect on the town with it being razed twice to the ground. After
the war, families persevered through the hardship and slowly the town evolved into the
country village of today.

TIMELINE:

1880 —a company is formed in Amsterdam under the chairmanship of Wolterus Dull to
raise funds for Afrikaners who suffered during the first Anglo-Boer War.

1882 — farms Grootsuikerboschkop and Elandslaagte are sold fo the Dutch company
at £5 per morgen (0.8 ha) by Hendrik Theodorus Buhrmann.

1884-1887 — the first settlers arrive in Dullstroom and grow to 48 inhabitants, 8 houses, 3
stables and 20 cattle kraals. A Memorial Sfone commemorating the Founding Fathers
is erected on Oranje Plain near the present day Nederduitsch Hervormde Church.

1887 — the first general dealer (Boeren Handelsvereeniging), post office and church
(Nederduitsch Hervormde) are started.
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A view of early Dullstroom from Grootsuikerboschkop

1889 — the first watermill (Hollandia) is constructed on the Crocodile River by Ten
Haghuis and the first school (Vletterhof) is opened with 6 pupils and headmaster
Antoine De Vletter.

1890 - the seftlement is visited by Wolterus Dull after whom the town is named and
construction begins on the Transvaal Hotel, now known as the Dullstroom Inn, by the
Schmahmann brothers from Latvia.

1893 — Dullstroom is awarded town status by President Paul Kruger on 9 October and
reaches a population size of 100 the following year.

1898 — a railway is planned to link eMakhazeni (Belfast) to Mashishing (Lydenburg)
and ultimately the Steelpoort Valley.

1899-1902 - the second Anglo-Boer War sees men enlisting, women and children
moved to concentration camps and buildings destroyed in Dullsfroom.

1910 - the railway line through Dullstroom is opened by Prime Minister General Louis
Botha and the coffee shop of Zagrys Koekemoer becomes well renowned.

1911 = the Dullstroom Health Committee is established to administer town affairs and
W.P. Diepraam (architect of the rebuilt Nederduitze Hervormde Church) is elected as
the first Town Clerk.

1912 — postmaster J. Gurr catches trout in the Dorps River concluding that the non-
native species would flourish in the area. He later stocks trout in local rivers and streams
from hatcheries in the Cape winelands and is continued by watchmaker F.C. Braun
in 1927.

A horse drawn cart operating in town

The building of the Transvaal Hotel
can still be seen along the main road
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e 1916 - Indian businessman, Ebrahim Vaid, buys the first general dealer shop. Vaid
starts a second shop in 1924 becoming the famed Blue Shop on Blue Crane Drive.

e 1917 - the Nederlandsche Bank van Zuid Afrika (present day Nedbank) opens in

tfown.

* 1934 -the Memorial Stone is re-erected in the Memorial Gardens (off the main road)
after being damaged during the second Anglo-Boer War.

e 1961 —Dullstroom is connected to electricity.

e 1979 —the Epilepsy Care Centre is established.

e 1989 —the Dullstroom Inn is the hiding place
of the first “Sunday Times Finders Keepers

Million Rand” competition.

e 1994 - the Grootsuikerboschkop Dam (4 ha)

is built.

e 1997-the Dullstroom Birds of Prey and
Rehabilitation Centre is established to
rehabilitate injured raptors and educate

the public about these birds.

THE AGE OF STEAM ALONG THE
STEELPOORT LINE

The railway line connecting the
Steelpoort Valley sees some of
the most dramatic changes
in landscape and climate as
it crosses the Mpumalanga
Drakensberg.  Steam  trains
starting in the balmy lowveld of
Spekboom at 740 m.a.s.l. could
be covered in snow by the time
they pulled into Belfast at 1,920
m.a.s.l. with the highest point
at Nederhorst at 2,060 m.a.s.l.,
the start of the Verloren Valei
Birding Route. To traverse this

Frank Braun stocked many of the streams and rivers
with frout
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steep gradient, Garratt Class GO steam trains, with the iconic articulated engines to
manoeuvre sharp turns, pumped and screeched along the 150 km line. One such engine
was captured in snow covered Santa in 1972, the same year that steam trains were
actively replaced with diesel and electric engines. The Steelpoort Line was built in 1924
and mainly transported ore with some timber and livestock goods. You can sfill visit the
Dullstroom Train Station and see trains moving up and down this iconic line.
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Protea trees can still be found across Grootsuikerboschkop
that overlooks town

Below the town's dam wall

The Dullstroom Heritage Society was established in 2013
with the purpose of preserving the historical heritage of
the village and involving the community in the collection,
displaying and preservation of artefacts, documents
and memorabilia that celebrate the cultural and ethnic
diversity of the town and its surrounding area. The Heritage
Cenfre (museum) is usually open on a Friday, Saturday and
Sunday from 10H30 to 14H30. Heritage staff will open, on
request, at any reasonable time, should the listed opening
hours not be convenient by calling: 079-832-0434, 072-651-
0092 or 082-414-0268. All historical images were supplied
by the Dullsfroom Heritage Society.
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Dullstroom Station is the highest train station in South Africa
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