
Birding Region: Mpumalanga Highveld and Wetlands 

Route Name: Greater Lakenvlei Birding Route 

Introduction:  

This birding route circumnavigates the Greater Lakenvlei Protected Environment (GLPE) which serves 

to safeguard unique habitat types through biodiversity stewardship. These high-altitude grasslands 

and wetlands of the Steenkampsberg Plateau are home to a diversity of threatened and/or endemic 

bird species such as the Critically Endangered White-winged Flufftail.  

Key Species:  

Yellow-breasted Pipit; Blue, Grey-crowned and Wattled Cranes; Denham’s Bustard; Cape Vulture; 

Jackal and Common Buzzard; Long-crested Eagle; Secretarybird; Cape and Spotted Eagle -Owl; Grass 

and Marsh Owls; White-backed Duck; South African Shelduck; Buff-streaked, and Ant-eating Chat; 

Capped and Mountain Wheatear; Eastern-Long-billed Lar;, Gurney’s Sugarbird; Grey and Red-winged 

Francolin; Nicholson’s Pipit; Narina Trogon; Southern Tchagra; Ground Woodpecker; Red-throated 

Wryneck; Cape Longclaw; and Southern Bald Ibis.  

Summer visitors may include: Western Osprey; African Hawk-Eagle; African Marsh Harrier; Fan-tailed 

Grassbird (Broad-tailed Warbler); Pale-crowned Cisticola; Sand Martin; Striped Pipit and Lesser 

Jacana. 

Route Description: 

From Dullstroom there are two reversible circuits to travel determined by the time of the day. In the 

morning, an anti-clockwise direction is preferred so that the rising sun is to one’s back for most of 

the time. 

Head out of Dullstroom along the R540 from the Bird of Prey and Rehabilitation Centre in a southerly 

direction for 28 kms until the Elandsfontein Road on the left.  

(On your way one will see the entrance to Lakenvlei Forest Lodge on the right after some 25kms. One 

may bird on this forest reserve by registering at the office and obtaining a visitor’s permit for the day. 
Accommodation is also available.) 

Shortly after turning into Elandfontein Road one will find a wetland depression on the right where 

Denham’s Bustard, Grey Crowned and Blue Cranes are encountered in summer. Follow this road 

until a disguised turnoff to the left after 6.5 kms. This will eventually link up with the Old 

Machadadorp Road. By turning left one will complete the birding route circuit following this road to 

re-join the R540 after 5 kms. 

To by-pass this sub-route, continue on the Elandsfontein Road to where it crosses the Elands River 

where interesting birds can be seen during the summer months. Continue for a further 4 kms to join 

the Old Machadadorp Road at a four-way intersection. Turn left to re-join the R540 back to 

Dullstroom. 



Alternatively, proceed straight across the above four-way stop to the rocky outcrops near the large 

communication tower where raptors such as: Cape Vulture, Jackal Buzzard, Black-chested Snake-

Eagle, Lanner and Peregrine Falcons, Rock Kestrel, and Amur Falcon and Cape and Spotted Eagle Owl 

may be seen. Here one can clearly see the village of Machadodorp (eNtokozweni) below. 

Another deviation at the four-way intersection is the turn to the right to travel in the direction of 

Machadodorp where surprising birds are often found in the rich farmlands and wetland patches in 

summer. 

After these deviations, return to the four-way intersection to the Old Machadodorp Road for the 

return trip to Dullstroom. 

The first half of the return journey yields productive wetlands on both sides of the road where a 

diversity of waders, kingfishers and other waterbirds can be seen. Rocky outcrops are found along 

the remainder of the return journey where Mountain Wheatear, Bokmakierie, and Ant-eating Chat 

gather. 

Further along the Old Machadodorp Road one will encounter a prominent ‘Dentist’ sign on the right. 

This Is the Valyspruit Road and is another good undulating 6km route to follow early in the morning, 

or late afternoon as it has a variety of habitats. This rough gravel road will take one to the tarred 

Kruisfontein Road to Highland Gate Golf Estate. Turning left here will lead back to the Dullstroom 

Bird of Prey and Rehabilitation Centre. 

The Greater Lakenvlei Birding Route can be completed in a clockwise direction in the late afternoon 

when it is cooler in summer, by joining the circuit from the R540 at Old Machadadorp Road turnoff 

about 10 kms south of Dullstroom. Alternatively turn right out of the Dullstroom Bird of Prey and 

Rehabilitation Centre and follow the Kruisfontein Road for some 10kms to turn right onto the slightly 

obscured entrance to the Valyspruit Road to connect with the Old Machadorp Road as above. 

A high clearance vehicle with 4x4 capabilities is required for this route, especially during the 

summer rainy season when the dirt roads deteriorate. 

SABAP 2 Pentads: 

2525_3000; 2525_3005; 2525_3010; 2530_3000; 2530_3005; 2530_3010; 2535_3000; 2535_3005 
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