
The birds and the bees
Practising safe chemical use at home

For more information, contact Dr Lorinda Hart, Birds and Agrochemicals Project Manager, 
BirdLife South Africa at lorinda.hart@birdlife.org.za 

What chemicals do you use
around your house?

We have come to rely on chemicals and pesticides to keep our homes clean and  

	 pest-free, but these products potentially harm our urban wildlife,  

including birds. A single change could restore a link in the ecosystem 

chain, bringing back diversity and resilience. Some of our choices 

        can even impact the environment beyond our property boundaries. 

Insect sprays and baits
Personal-use insect repellents

Garden insecticides, herbicides and fungicides
Flea and tick sprays, powders and collars

Rodenticides
Swimming pool chemicals

Disinfectants

Make your home, complex  
or community a safe haven  

for birds and their food!

Promote biodiversity in your garden
Natural predators reduce the need for 

chemical means.

Reduce your chemical use at home
Use eco-friendly alternatives.

Change your mind – 
bugs are not bad
Insects fill many important 

ecosystem roles.

Engage with your local retailers
Ask where and how the  

produce was grown.

Choose sustainably  
grown produce
Buying from reputable local growers  

reduces your carbon footprint!

Spread the word and raise awareness
The more voices we raise, the more we will 

be heard.

Report illegal pesticide sales and use
The label is law!

Support projects or start 
your own
From small home gardens to 

nationwide projects, every bit 

makes a difference.

What can you do to reduce 
your chemical footprint?


