
Birding areas 
Lower Site  
 
Potential of birds along all roads. The relatively undisturbed nature of the property offers a haven to animals 
and birds from the district, and the number of species recorded is continually increasing.   Many of the species 
that moved away during construction are returning, and new sightings are made regularly.  
 

 Destination  Key Birds  Comment  

1 Zaaifontein 
Forest 

White-browed Scrub Robin, 
Fiery-necked Nightjars, 
Spotted Flycatcher 

Bush area near Zaaifontein gate. Old 
accommodation area, 123 species 
recorded.  

2 Farm Dam  
Water birds, African 
Swamphen, Southern 
Pochard, Squacco Heron  

Park at water works 85 Spp recorded  

3 Orchards  

Chorister Robin, Golden 
Breasted Bunting, Olive 
Woodpecker. European 
Honey Buzzard  

Original farmhouse, walk around old 
established trees. 89 Spp recorded  

4 Bramhoek 
Bridge  

Half-collared Kingfisher 
African Grass Owl, Spotted 
Flycatcher  

Park on roadside off bridge.  78 
species  

5 Malachite Dam  
Orange-breasted Waxbill, 
Drakensberg Prinia, Sand 
Martin  

Park on Bridge 77 Species  

6 Bramhoek Dam 
Wall  

Fish Eagle, Osprey, Horus 
Swift   Don’t fall off.  85 Species  

7 Bramhoek River 
below wall  

Little Bee-eater, Dark 
Capped Yellow Warbler, 
Cape Grassbird  

Park at the bridge and walk up or 
down stream 26 Species  

 
Top Site  
 
All roads offer good birding. Travel slowly, checking fence lines and open areas. Travel Slowly!  
 

 Area  Key Birds  Comment  

A De Beers pass Raptors, Cape Vulture, 
Harriers   Check power lines for vultures.   

B 
Upper 
Bramhoek 
wetlands 

Wattled Crane, 
Secretarybird, Southern 
Bald Ibis    

Park above Bramhoek river and 
survey the wetlands behind the dam 
to the west for Cranes.  

C Campher 
Highway  

Yellow Breasted Pipit, 
Denham’s Bustard. 

Turn off immediacy you enter 
reserve. Road accessible for about 
1km. 89 spp.  

D Whiskered 
Wetland  

White-backed duck, 
Montagu’s and African 
Marsh Harrier.   

Park at old Labour camp.  C 900 m 
walk to Wilge wetlands 76 Spp.  

E Lookout point  Martial Eagle and other 
Raptors, Larks, Raven  

Take small road to the right of the 
Surge Tanks. Park at communication 
tower from where you can see the 
entire site.  

F Bedford Wall 
and Wetland  

Ground Woodpecker, 
Mountain Wheatear, 
Southern Bald Ibis   

Park on Dam wall, walk to bottom 
and explore. 78 spp.  

G Upper Wilge  

Harrier Hawk, Pale-
crowned Cisticola, Dikkop, 
Whiskered Tern, Cuckoo 
finch.  

Travel over wall, follow track to Free 
state Roads.  Road conditions can 
be poor.  Only 4 x 4 vehicles should 
attempt this section.  (43 spp: not 
complete, add to the list!)  
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 Ingula Birding 
 

Welcome to Ingula Nature Reserve 
 
We have recorded over 340 species on the site during the last 20 years, of which 
about 320 can be expected to be recorded again.  
 
This guide will describe all the readily accessible birding areas and assist in 
directing you to these birding points.  All sites are accessible by ordinary vehicle, 
although high clearance and is required if you go to the Upper Wilge Area (G).  
 
In the interests of your safety, and maintaining our conservation integrity, please 
stick to the following rules: 
 
• Please ensure you contact the Security team to get permission to enter site. 

Telephone 036 342 3275 / 3181 / 3007 
• Keep to existing roads.   Please do not drive off road or existing tracks, this 

results in significant damage to grasslands and wetlands.   
• Please respect “no entry” signs.  Areas are closed for a reason, either for 

your safety or to protect breeding birds.  
• Safety is a priority. Please pull off the road when watching birds and use your 

hazard lights when necessary.   
• All rules as apply to Nature reserves apply.  If you can’t do it in a National 

Park, don’t do it here!  
• Only take pictures and leave footprints!  
 
BirdLasser  
 
Please consider sending your BirdLasser registered email to Peter Nelson 
nelson@bergmail.co.za, and we will add you to the Ingula challenge.  Any bird 
recorded by yourself within 5km of Ingula will be recorded, and you will contribute 
to the pool of knowledge being gathered in the area.  
 

In Case of Emergency, contact Security 036 342 3275 / 3181 / 3007 
 

Please report anything of interest to the Conservation team on 079 053 8672 or 
on mashabm@eskom.co.za. 

 
Guides can be arranged through BirdLife South Africa with sufficient notice.    

Contact Carina at carina.pienaar@birdlife.org.za or Steven at 
steven.segang@birdlife.org.za.  
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